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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Trinity Sunday 

19 June 2011 

Preacher 

Dr Douglas Golding 

Readings:  Exodus 34.1-8; Song of Three Young Men 29-34; 2 Corinthians 13.11-13;  
Matthew 28.16-20 
   

God as trinity, in unity 
  
In the Anglican church, for hundreds of years, most of the Sundays of the Christian year were called 
Sundays after Trinity.  Then, in the 1978 Australian Prayer Book, the Sundays after Trinity were 
humbled by being called ‘Sundays in Ordinary Time’, as if any Sunday were ordinary – every 
Sunday is a celebration of the Resurrection.  
 
These days we call the Sundays after Trinity the Sundays after Pentecost – the focus has shifted 
from the mystery of the Trinity to the gift of the Spirit.  And, in this diocese, the dominant theology 
has changed, too:   Moore College teaches that the three persons of the Trinity are not equal, not 
consubstantial, and co-eternal – that the Son is subordinate to the Father, sent down to earth to do 
the Father’s will.   After all, does not John record Jesus himself as saying  The Father is greater 
than I ? 
 
Last year, on Trinity Sunday, Barbara reminded us that the doctrine of the Trinity is a paradox, and 
paradox is an uncomfortable space.  We can see how uncomfortable it is when we consider the 
readings we have just heard – how do you choose readings for Trinity Sunday when the Trinity is 
not explicit in Scripture?  nor even in the Nicene creed we are about to recite?   
 
The Trinity may be implied in Scripture, we may use human reason to draw this doctrine out of 
Scripture, but it took centuries of acrimonious debate before we had the doctrine clearly expressed, 
by the great African lawyer and apologist, Tertullian and later incorporated into the tradition of the 
undivided church.    
 
The Trinity is a theological formula, with a Scriptural base.   An understanding of God  which 
cannot be expressed in words.  A useful analogy is the Penrose Triangle, reproduced on page 3 of 
Connections today, an image which can be drawn, but cannot be constructed.   
 
So none of our readings today hit the spot - 
 
The first reading ended with the threat of divine retribution: 
            I will visit the sins of the parents upon the children, 
                        And the children’s children 
                To the third and fourth generation.         
 
Surely this not the God whom we worship!   The God of love revealed in Jesus Christ and 
confirmed by the Spirit.  So why was this reading set for today?   I asked a few people, and the best 
we could come up with was this: 
            God gave Moses the law on tablets of stone.  Moses broke the tablets, in despair, because he 
found the people worshipping a golden calf.   But God gave the people        a second chance, by 
writing his law again, on a second pair of stone tablets.             Similarly God has given us a second 
chance, by sending his    Son to reveal what the         Father is really like and to empower us in the 
Spirit. 
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If you can think of a better reason, please tell me later.  Some church lectionaries have an alternate 
reading for this year, because this reading is seen as problematic. 
 
The second reading  is the ending of Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians.  The grace we are all 
familiar with.   Most scholars believe Paul’s letters were dictated to a scribe, with the last few 
verses added by Paul himself.  It’s not easy writing when you are lying in a dark prison, chained to 
the wall.  So this is the most personal part of the letter, and Paul speaks of the three personae of the 
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  the three great roles or expressions of God as some think of 
them -- Creator, Redeemer and Spirit, Source and Truth and Inspiration, however we try to express 
the inexpressible.  Paul puts them in a different order from the one we are used to -- first, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, second God, third the Holy Spirit.   First grace, second love, third fellowship -- the 
Greek suggests that we are blessed as we share the gift of the Spirit. 
 
The Gospel reading  is Matthew’s version of what is called the Great Commission, in which Jesus 
sends out the disciples, sends us out, to continue his work in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Matthew’s version of the Great Commission is different from the versions given in the other three 
Gospels and many scholars believe these verses were added as a new ending to the Gospel in the 
second century, during the debates about the paradox -- how do we worship the one God and yet 
honour the Father as God, the Son as God and the Holy Spirit as God?   
 
Muslims accuse us of worshipping three Gods, and, in effect, some Christians do.   In an article in 
Southern Cross last year, Bishop Glenn Davies lamented that in this diocese ministers often focus 
more on Jesus than on the Father, and the work of the Holy Spirit is largely ignored.   The 
understanding of consubstantial, co-eternal has been largely lost. 
 
Barbara gave us three good reasons for honouring God as Trinity in unity.   
            --  because, she said, the Trinity shows us a greater God than most of us can comprehend 
            --  secondly, because the belief is counter-cultural:  it is unreasonable and paradoxical 
in contemporary society, a society which seems to value reason above inspiration and 
knowledge above faith (that is my description, not hers);  
            -- and thirdly, because belief in the Trinity helps each of us to pray, to become involved 
in the trialogue between the three persons of the Trinity. 
 
All true and all important.  Today I’d like to add a fourth reason for honouring God as Trinity in 
unity --  
            Because the Trinity reveals the true nature of  humanity.  The humanity we should all aspire 
to.   
 
If we are made in the image of God, and the Scripture insists that we are, what does the doctrine of 
the Trinity teach about us, at our best?   Well, at least three things  -- how often preachers give us 
three words to remember, three ideas to ponder,  truly, three is a magic number.   That’s the title of 
a great song by the rock band Blind Melon, you can find the video on You-Tube.   
 
            [1]   the image of the Trinity reminds us that God is unity in diversity ... like the humanity 
God created.  We are all human, we are all precious to God, yet we are all different.   God loves all 
of us, without distinction -- male and female, old and young, believer and non-believer, Jew and 
Christian and Muslim and Buddhist and agnostic and atheist and all the rest.  No-one is beyond the 
love of God, because we are all made in the image of God.  In response to that love, our love for our 
neighbour should also be without limit. 
 
            [2]   the image of the Trinity reminds us that God is relational --  and that we are fully 
human only when we are relating to other people.    Dictators and jailers everywhere know that the 
best way to drive an enemy out of his mind is to lock him in solitary confinement for long periods. 
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 The Syrians are doing it now, in Damascus; the Israelis in Ashdod; the Americans in Guantanamo 
Bay.  And they are not the only ones. 
 
            [3]   the image of the Trinity reminds us that God is active – God is alive as Creator, 
Redeemer, Sanctifier.... and we are fully human only when we are active in doing the will of God.  
When we are witnessing to the love of God, not only with our lips, but with our lives, as the old 
prayer book expresses it.  The people of St Mark’s are a loving community, but, like most parishes, 
we need to keep growing in love to become the all-embracing, self-denying Spirit-filled 
powerhouse that Father Andre spoke about a few weeks ago, people who are fully accountable to 
God for how we use our talents, our time, and our money. 
 
For these reasons, and so many more, we can rejoice in the glory of God as trinity in unity, from the 
time of our baptism until the time of our death –and beyond.  
 

______________________ 

 

 

This is the Penrose triangle, possible to draw, but impossible to construct.   

The Holy Trinity may also be a reality which is impossible to put into words. 
     

 

╬ 


